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On the run!
— in-form
Giants full-
back Paul
Reilly, who
proved
elusive for
much of the
contest, !
bursts kis
way through
the Oldham
defence,
peavidg Tony Smith — focus fully
oy on promotion
Gareth

Barber

-
clutching | |
thin air and m I
winger Joey |
Hayes

struggling to
keep up. In

-
fact, all their s l n s
efforts [
proved in |

vain as l I

to the line e a

for a superb |

solo try { | ["By CHRIS ROBERTS
Pictures by |

Reilly raced
Paul Welch | |

all the way

TONY SMITH is ready to
S lead the Giants back into -
| Supe League as head %o 1 ’.Jj‘
- | hi & d; A : 5y -
The Australian yesterday o ol o Ph.lmeph(-nsonusase . ossible i
| e gen O e B B S Crockatank s
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Reasons to be cheerful! — a delighted Eorl Crabtree is congratulated
by teammate Hefin O'Hare after scoring his try which helped open up
a seemingly unassailable 26-8 lead by the 31st minute  (easv1oon

Simon Morle
(ar3sen®




Leading from
the front —
Huddersfield
Giants prop
Mick Slicker
takes on Hull
KR duo Richie
Hayes (No8)
and hooker
Mike Dixon
during
Yesterday's
McAlpine
Stadium clash,

e home
side’s pack, in
which Slicker
was again a
major player,
elped lay a
solig
foundation for
the nine-try
triumph,
Pictures by
Peter Cotile,
(TB430adice)

Captain Fantastic! s
during an faspirationas perform;

y S
ipper Steve McNamara beats his mar]
e against Hull KR (a1

~ Magnificent
- masterclass

GIANTS '6:
BULLDOGS

£
Match verdict: by Chris Roberts




Down the line
— Giants
winger Hefin
O’Hare races
around the
Gateshead
defence as he
embarks on a
tryscoring
run. The
24th-minute
try was his
side’s third of
the contest
and signalled
the end of
Thunder's
brave
challenge

Getting to grips — Giants half-back Chris Thorman is held by the
spirited Gateshead Thunder defence during his side’s 50-18 victory

T

&auling hard — Giants full-back Paul Reilly attempts to maintain
e attacking momentum as Dewsbury duo Richard Slater and Paul

Hicks try to keep him at bay (@s700202)




Oh happy days!
— new Giants.
recruit Marcus st
ilaire (with the
ball) celebrates
first try of
the contest with

was taken off
during the second
half after
suffering a
broken nose,
went on to add a
his

minutes

Pictures by

Andrew

Catchpool
15580

team treat

the player *

after he
suffered a
suspected
broke

ankle in
the 27th

excellent

| form

The legendary sweep of the trophies during the season in
which they ersfield side (above) could beat that remarkable
chievement with the expected victory over Batley at the McAlpine Stadium tomorrow

GIANTS 42
 DEWSBURY RAMS 4 |1~
Match verdict: by Chris Rob.f_h ‘.




clinch
second
trophy

HUDDERSFI D
Giants completed the
second part of a possible
rugby league treble by
collecting the Northern
Ford Premiership League
Championship trophy.

It was presented yes-
terday after they finished
top of the table at the end
of their game against
Dewsbury.

With one match
remaining at Sheffield on
Sunday the Giants remain
unbeaten in the League,
with 25 wins and one draw
from 26 matches.

They won the Buddies
Cup in May and now set
their sights on lifting the
NFP Grand Final crown
on October 12.

ol

Roberts prepares to

Siants forward Rob

B ON THE CHARGI

llaghan (left) and Andy
ke o St dfeners Do Coeghih ok Ak AR

GIA
@ Match — page 15 : H
® Another record —
Ba g

attack during his two-try return against the Eagles

Giant effort
brings back
the trophy

Huddersfield Giants have been crowned
National League Cup champions.

The town's high-flying professional rugby
league team swept aside Hull KR 32-6 in the
Buddies Cup final, to collect their first piece of
since lifting the D nal Premiership
inst Hull FC at Old Trafford in 1997.
) nts also remain unbeaten in this season’s
Northern Ford Premiership competition and have
set their sights on making a return to the elite
Super League at the first attempt.

\‘ln_m than 2,500 Huddersfieid supporters made
the trip to Featherstone to watch th .

And Giants favourite Stanley Gene is pictured
proudly showing off the trophy after his side had

amperovned  the inaugural Buddies Cup
champions,
® Cup of joy — p,
et

‘We won the league . . . Giants captain Steve McNamara with the Northern Ford
Premiershij

age 16 and back page (241040
ip Championship trophy Picture by Andy Catchpool (41558/280/02)




captain Steve
McNamara is
i on by
an equally-
% happy Chris
F'i Thormar
after
McNamara
. had raced in
for the Giants’
second try in
the semi-final
triumph over
Leigh
Centurions.
McNamara
again led his
side by
example with

a trip to the

. Grand Final
at Widnes on
October 12.
Picture by

(453106a/02)

Time to
celebrate —
former
Leigh
favourite
Heath
Cruckshank
is the first
to
congratulate
Marcus St
Hilaire
after his

Centurions

| winger

Leon Fulton
reflects the
mood of his
side.

Key moments — delighted Giants players mob the
shaven-headed Chris Thorman after scoring a try
(above), while Stanley Gene prepares to race clear to
score the opening touchdown. (5316902 8 4531/1402)




W STAYING PUT: Steve McNafnara has unfinis!

hed business at Huddersfield

NEP Grand Final at Widnes @

Man on a mission
Atkins is aiming to lead by example tomorrow

Giants’ pocket battleship Dave

| Huddersfield
' clinch Super

PR AL
HUDDERSFIELD GIANTS: COOPER,
O'HARE, CRABTREE, HALLAS, ST
HILAIRE, GENE, THORMAN,
SLICKER, MARCH, WITTENBERG,
ATKINS, ROBERTS, M( ICNAMARA.
SUBS CRUCKSHANK, OLYNEUX,
TURNER, RICE.

LEIGH CENTURIONS: TURLEY,
FELTON, CARDOZA, ROPER,
MARNS, SWANN, GOULDING,
MATAUTIA, ROWLEY, BRADBURY,
BALDWIN, ISHERWOOD,
BRISTOW. SUBS PRICE, DUFFY,
HAMILTON, WHITTLE.

REFEREE: KARL KIRKPATRICK
(WARRINGTON).
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@ LEFT: Huddersfield Giants forward Jeff Wittenberg tries to break through
the Leigh Centurions defence in the Northern Ford Premiership Grand Final.
@ ABOVE: Huddersfield's Heath Cruckshank goes on the rampage as the
towards him.

gh defence converges
JRES: DAN OXTOBY

27 Wath Brow (C Cup)
3 Hunslet .
10 D
17
3 Oldham ..
10 Hull KR...
17 Rochdale
24 Leigh...
29 Hunslet (LCC)..
1 Batley (LCC).
7 Oldham (LCC)
14 Rochdale (LCC)..

21 Dewsbury (LCC)
12 Oldham (quarter-final) ..
19 Doncaster (semi-final) ..
26 Hull KR (final) ..

29 Hunslet

9 Dewsbury

11 Hull KR.
18 Batley
25 Gateshead..
1 Dewsbury
8 Sheffiel
FOR
HIF
GRAND FINA
| Giants 38 Leigh Centurions 16
i Giants: T - O'Hare 2, St Hilaire 2, Thorman, Gene;
G - McNamara 7

Centurions: T - Cardoza, Marns, Hamilton; G - Turley 2
Half-time 14-10 ... Att 9,051

Dlovard Catrrdas Rihnr Coar:

uddersﬁeld 4
back in
Super League

3 i
nts players celébrate a Northern Ford Premiership Grand Final final success and a place back in Super League which
has been equally well received by the Huddersfield faithful




Fans' aa ik
ans’ deligp
Bright futung, 4
British rugby league's elite Match Repg, 1
competition.
The McAlpine Stadium club
beat Leigh Centurions 38-16 in
front of over 3,000 of their fans
in the Northern Ford Premi-
ership G Final at

Super Leaguerg geqq0n, when
the Giants cayg)” foryard
welcoming thelg of Bradford,

Leeds, Wigan sy Fielens to h
MeAiner™ 8t Holens o the

Huddersfieldye their return
after suffering rgyion from the
top fight last gsop with

a
And the glittering pri;
for success i

3

delighted Giants® chairman Ken
Davy predicting a much brighter
future this time around.

“What we have achieved during
this magnificent season will stand
us in good stead for our return to
Super League,” he said.

“Our win over Leigh has
crowned a remarkable season and
I'm delighted that Super League
will once again be played in the
birthplace of rugby league

“This is a fantastic time.”

\A‘Ylhy‘”'

Time to celebrate — Dave Atkins groudly holds the Northern Ford Premiership Grand Final trophy aloft after the end

pulsa Halton Stadi uch to the delight of Giants teammates Mick Slicker (left), Rob Roberts
] :{.«; :o-cl:hll.f:ls':hn.i;-ﬁ, whu‘:"uma)‘:nh'.zmm Ken |)..v“y'h salutes the Huddersfield faithful. Saturday’s showdown,
which the Giants won 38-16, was watched by 9,051, a Grand Final record. Pictures by Andrew Catchpool. sseoyasoe)

B TOP TEAM: Byqdin
from continyi

everybody knows how h,

o pork alongside Giants supremo Tony Smith, right. | think

ighly | rate Tony Smith as a coach,” said McNamara

g coach Steve McNamara, left, believes he can benefit 2




! ;
Giants In
haul of
s Y. : honours
That'ylaning, /ee[m;f Huddersfield Giants’ fans celebrate the u';uu s m,m, Super lmsm\um\ ) X @__J

TONY Smith has been rewarded
for guiding Huddersfield to the
brink of Super League promotion
by picking up the Northern Ford
Premiership Coach of the Year
award

The Giants' supremo, whose
unbeaten minor League champions
| take on Leigh in Saturday’s Grand
Final at Widnes (6.15), received his
award at a presentation dinner at
Elland Road.
" by Victory for Smith’s nts this
g weekend would equal Wi, s record
29— with their 28 wins

ping earn the McAlpine But my players and myself would
NFP Merit Award to :“M\ gladly swap 1t for a win on Saturday!
services to the game and
exceptional performance. From day one, winning the Grand
Final has been our sole objective;
picking up accolades along the way is
just a bonus.™

outstandi

s serum half Chris Thorman
was named Players’ Player of the Year
while teammates Paul Reilly, Hefin
O'Hare and Steve McNamara,
Was also nominated for the [~
ayer of the Year award, | ¢

med in the NFP |

The Giants are continuing their
e | countdown to the Grand

Final by holding a panel
night at the McAlpine

Top honours — Robert Ruffler of sponsors Northern Ford presents the Con

Dream Team | , f the Year award to Tony Smith (top left) and the Merit Award to Glants
o h | tomorrow night (7.30) o Ken Davy (top right). Paul Reilly (left), Hefin O'Hare (centre)
Sc i playery] Guests include Brandon and Steve McNamara were named in the Dream Team __
delighted to pick | Costin and Sky TV's Eddie Y
award | - i Bl § homour PP Mert Award: :
But the Aust il c i “L::m:‘.p 4 Final D T:‘l:.:‘l‘;]:yﬁ?jl‘zf" E¥onrle (B:m' of the Year: Gien Tomiins
4 iirdictely B! ian e Grand Final Draw d )
Attentions bock o o o | OUNtdown | uiso takes place, with e e e \he Year: Johnny _Dream team: thl&("umuh.‘l
% objective. the main | o the tickets needing to reach the Woodcock (Doncaster) O'Hare (Huddersfield), Calland (Rochdal
3 | G d club offices by 5.00pm Coach of the Y Tony Smith  Beverley g!.-vwm. Powell (Huns!
I'm honoured and ran tonight (Huddersfield). Tomiinson (Batiey).
delighted 1o pick “("\h‘. \ Fina &5 Youd Referee of the Year: Colin Morris :A::" Km;mow s s"{
8 Jrue s er Gi Hi fiold) . 2
award,” said Smith We're badkng the Giants! Lcin:'x;'m_ 4“::,.:: 2. (5ot the Year: Batiey Buldogs. {Rachdale). McNamara (Huddersfeld).







By CHRIS ROBERTS

DELIGHTED Giants chief executive
Ralph Rimmer believes he is
building a squad full of winners.
Besides holding on to the nucleus of t
team secured record-breaking NF
Grand Final glory for Huddersfield last
season, Rimmer has snapped up new
overseas players who have g:munslralcd a
genuine hunger for suc
The returning Brandon Costin comes back
to the McAlpine after helping Bradford Bulls
reach the Super League Grand Final, while
latest recruit Jarrod O'Doherty and Julian
Bailey both tasted a great deal of sucs with
2001 Australian champions Newcastle
Knights.
eld have, of course, also signed
thony Colella —
ho have shown with Halifax and
ney respectively that they hate

And Rimmer believes this type of winning
mentality bodes well for club as the
re for a Super League return.

re are a lot of things to consider when

you invest in overseas players,” explained
Rimmer

“It’s a decis you can't afford to take

lightly, and I can assure everyone that a great

deal of time and effort has gone in to making

S

i

! ¥
Sure we recruit the players we believeare ri
for“};l::dersﬁnld(!x’iazﬁs i i
primarily what we have done i
for players who we belicye have demongey
a vinning mentality demonstrated

o y are players who go onto the field

th the sole purpose of winni 0
b %{ s nfpergx of winning games, not

+“They are men who are prepared to go that
extra yard when i really matiers. -

Both our head coach, Tony Smith, and
myself firmly believe that all five of our
overseas players possess those qualities.”

O'Doherty fills the Giants’ final overseas
slot, coming in to replace Ivan Cleary, who
has announced his retirement to take up a
coaching position at Sydney City Roosters.

Although Huddersficld appear to ha
wasted little time filling the Cleary gap,
Rimmer admits that the 25-year-ol;
back-row forward has been tracked by his
club for some time.

“Tony spoke with Jarrod some months ago
and he was a player we always had in mind,”
added the Giants chief.

“Fortunately, we were now in a position to
follow the deal through and both sides are
delighted about that.

“That's why the negotiations went so
smoothly. We already knew he had the
requirements we were looking for.

“Besides possessing the winning mentality,

RQeilly, Rob
| lilaire, Mick
aul White,

s BRANDON COSTIN: reoining
from Bradford Bulls

Jarrod is versatile and has a high degree

s are other qualities that Tony

Jikes 1o player — qualties that Tony

believes are vital to g arantee success in

per League.

Pand I would definitely go along with
that

“We've already got over the disap-
pointment of losing Ivan Cleary and are
Pontinuing to work in‘a very positive
manner.

1 genuinely believe that by the time
we have finished our recruitment drive
we will have a stonger squad than the
one that originally included Ivan.

As well as recruiting a senior squad,
Giants officials are also in the process of
signing up players for the Senior and

up.

recruit more top local pl

W JARROD O’DOHERTY: a good
final quota man for Giants

W ANTHONY COLEL|
a lot of bite to the pack

IE G §*
PERLEAGUEWWI §= =
UAD ",‘: y

AND PERSONAL SPONSORS

ﬂ er, Jeff
’q

J
PAUL WHITE

ALEX WILKINSOI

Senior Giants Nigel & Olwyn B

INTHONY E;illl; Ell\l Ehﬂ;[ﬂ BRANDON COSTIN EORL ERVRVBTR!!
y Adrian & Brenda  WWW.masstransport.con HBISA

PAUL MARCH ﬂ'm]ll!‘lvlfV '
i w “‘ 5 TREVOR COMMONS ~ MARTIN HIGGINS

M GANNON STANLEY GENE
. Sodexho K e Manby & e

FRANK DOYLE

\ )
PAUL REILLY MICK SLICKER MA?IIII‘S ST HILAIRE
Geoff & Richard he ¢ field

HEFIN 0’HARE
Howard L Matt

aa
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Squad numbers
season 2003

MATT CALLAND
A close-season signing from Rochdale
Hornets where he made the NFP 2002
dream team and has former Super League
experience with the Bradford Bulls. As
solid as a rock in defence, his style of play
makes him a real danger.
Height 6'; Weight 98kg; DOB 20.8.71

PAUL WHITE

White has previously represented BARLA
Great Britain U-18s and his impressive
form with the U-19s earned him his debut
against Gateshead Thunder last year,
which he marked with a try. A skilful, pacy
player who has an eye for the gap.

Height 6'; Weight 70kg; DOB 7.12.82.
DARREN FLEARY

A local lad who has played at the highest
level with Leeds, Yorkshire, England and |
Great Britain. Signed from the Rhinos in the
close season, Fleary is an experlenced
30-year-old prop forward who hits hard in

PAUL REILLY
Huddersfield-born full-back who started
his career with Moldgreen as a junior,

MICK SLICKER

a strong running forward who
S ek the big s’ in defence. Stl only
24, he made a big Impression last year in
the NFP and hopes to carry his success
into Super League. He is also a member of
the Ireland Squad

Height 62: Weight 101kg; DOB 16.8.76.

PAUL MARCH

aul is a young scrum half and an
intelligent reader of the game with bags of
enthusiasm. A reliable defender Paul is
equally at home in the hooking position
and his versatility makes him a key member
of the Giants squad.

Height 5'10; Weight 83kg; DOB 25.7.79.

JIM GANNON

Height 6'1; Weight 95kg; DOB 10.5.76,
HEFIN O’HARE

O’Hare hails from Wrexham where he

tryscorer. He also scored a try for Wales in
last year's game against New Zealand.

Height 5'10, Weight 80kg, DOB 2.6.79
BEN COOPER

Cooper is still only 23 and made his mark
last season asa centre. A hard-hitting solid

Joined from the Newcastle area in 1998. A
§{ strong, hard-tackling forward who always
gives 100% from start to finish and is

\_
yry

- the game. equally at home at prop or second row. defence and runs strong in attack.

s Height 6'; Weight 87kg; DOB 8.10.79. Height 63; Weight 107kg; DOB 16.6.77. Height 5'10; Weight 100kg; DOB 2.12.72.
e

G = JULIAN BAILEY EORL CRABTREE JAMIE BLOEM

A close-season signing from Newcastle

> =1

Unfortunately, the  South African
international suffered a broken leg In the
pre-season clash against Leeds Rhinos.
The 30-year-old is noted for his aggressive
style of play and when he returns in April
will fill a variety of roles on the field.

Knights, the Australian is a strong running
centre with great hands who is equally at
home in defence. He arrives with a biy only 20 years of age. A local lad who signed

king to mak from amateur side Underbank, he 1s a
Player with a massive future.

dis
impact in Super League.
Height 6'1; Weight 93kg; DOB 17.11.78,

MATTHEW WHITTAKER

Height 6'4; Weight 105kg; DOB 6.3.82.
BRANDON COSTIN

Height 6'5; Weight 121kg; DOB 2.10.82.
ANTHONY COLELLA

A close-season signing from South
Sydney, Colella is a second row forward
Who plays with plenty of passion and fig
defence Is a key strength to his game. In
Shackhe Is a strong runner and displays
strength above his size.

Helght 5'9; Weight 9kg; DOB 12.7.73,

Height 6'1; Weight 94kg; DOB 26.5.71

JEFF WITTENBERG

{ A key figure in the Giants NFP squad last
year, the experienced Australian’s physical

dominance on the pitch makes him a tough

forward to play against. A solid reliable

| player whose front-row know-how will be
vital to the Giants this year.

Height 6'3; Weight 111kg; DOB 19.3.73.

ST
memf‘.:,f,,,mf"f“‘.“ STANLEY GENE
g ord and Wakefield player A Papua New Guinea Intemallonnln whoisa
crowd favourite at the McAlpine. lecently |
returned from the World Sevens in
Australia, Gene is a handful for any
defence. A strong, quick player who has

A rulumln; Glant after his successful spell
ford Bulls where he appeared in
last season’s Super League Grand Final.

experience, as well as his skill and
versatility as a player.

Still only 20, Whittaker is a glant winger at
6ft 4in and 105kg. Signed as a junior from
West Bowling, he adds physical presence
1o the back line, with the ability to switch on
the pace in attack. A young player with a
bright future.

Height 6'; Weight 98kg; DOB 23.6.74,
JARROD O’'DOHERTY

Another close-season signing from the
O’Dohe has

Newcastle ~ Knights.
the

and is a hard working forward who adds
pack and Is a real grafter,

aggression to the
He will be a key figure this year.

Height 5'11; Weight 96kg; DOB 16.9.77.

Height 6 Weight 95ig; DOB 15,9, 74
DARREN TURNER

ocky' Turner is in the mi
mi
o ‘::Uﬂ_mnlal with the club, A né‘y‘;'enei'ue‘:
| Cerons 2 threat 10 any team an whose
i f,:l:!p:‘sc:ecl_)’?glo none. His work ethic
will be crucial
™ pack a formidable force ™ 2X"0 the

Height 510; Weight 94kg; pop 13.10.73

Briclas represented England and G
l reat
Britain. The Glants captain ang first-choice
g:a{:::;er Is internationally renowned and
| igent reader of the 4
experience will be vital, 0. ¢ Whose
g

the ability to create the openings.
Height 5'; Weight 85kg; DOB 11.5.74.

MARCUS ST HILAIRE
Signed last season from the Leeds Rhinos,
St Hilaire has just returned from the World
Sevens in Australia where he represented
England. A deceptively quick back, the
Hud id-born player is a en
finisher and looking to make a big impact.

Height 5'10; Weight 85kg; DOB 26.1.77.
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ton
nd Eorl Crabtree join forces to halt Warring -0:4

O R GiMyE fyy,
El: Giant, fi
3 PPRLA aftey ants flyin, C
: : o e oo Hefn 0
FIME!: Giants second-rower Jim Gannon is halted in his tracks by Hunslet S ——
ul Seal (No13) and Danny Fearon

Hare is congratulated by hooker Paul
per League
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ptain Brandon Costin is surrounded by St Helens

(1422%2/03)
OF AGGRESSION: ar watching on

Darren Britt and Chris Joynt, with Mick Slicke

S
B BREAKING THROUGH: in-form Giants full-back Marcus St
up a break for his side, with Hefi

Hilaire breaks clear of the Leeds Rhinos defence to set
n O'Hare providing vocal support

5 Stanley Gene
PORTING ACT:: fit-again Stanle
f,:u?vf/:a break by Ben Cooper during his

eds Rhinos
successful return top action at Le G

B MAGICAL MOMENT: Alex Wilkinson
powers towards the Leeds line on his way
(0 scoring the Giants second’ try which
helped make it 16-8 e

W ALL WRAPPED UP: in-form Giants centre Julian B‘alley. who g
second-half try, is halted by Saints skipper Chris Joyn!
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salutes Giants

‘TIME TO BUILD ON
MAGNIFIGENT WIN’

By CHRIS ROBERTS

HUDDERSFIELD

e

OVERJOYED Huddersfield
Giants chairman Ken Davy
today admitted yesterday’'s
stunning 36-22 Super
League victory over reigning
champions St Helens will go
down as one of his proudest
moments in rugby league.
His side’s thoroughly-deserved
triumph rates as one of the biggest
shocks in Super League’s eigh
history.

It was also his club’s first win of  victory over St Helens in th
the season after defeats in their  Challenge Cup final at Wembley.
opening three games. “I just hope that a win like
But a delighted Mr Davy believes  yesterday's can help set us on the

|

B BREAKING FREE: exciting Giants centre Julian Bailey breaks clear of
the Wakefield Trinity Wildcats defence, with Brandon Costin in support
and lan Knott giving chase. ’

Picture by Paul Welch

ear

953

the stunning nature of this win over  way back to such former glories.

the reigning Super League “It’s obviously important that we
champions has helped e; the  don't get too carried away after just
memory of the earlier setbacks. one win, albeit against St Helens.

because there are some very tough

launchpad for even greater times.  matches ahead

“This has to be one of the finest “But under Tony Smith I believe

victories that the claret and gold has  we have the right coach to continue

achieved for many, many ye: e to take us forward and build on this

said. magnificent achievement.’

“I really am proud of cach and  What made yesterday's win even

everyone of those players who were  more notable was that it was
secured without the services of

out there yesterday. u c
“We have a very special group of  influential captain Steve
people working at this club, bothon  McNamara, who was struggling all
and off the field, and itisa creditto  Week with a knee injury
them that this win was possible Smith also decided not to risk
“Beating the reigning Super Jamic Bloem, who suffered a
League champions at home is broken ankle two months ago.
withoat doubt a very proud _ Both men could be back for . :
Tmoment for me as chairman of this - Sunday’s trip to Wakefield when the e
FRTOUR TG0 Giants will obviously be looking to m DREAM TIME!: a mass of delighted Huddersfield Giants players swa’"pz?'\f".‘jdmo;ncovevmf‘g s
“And 1 also think it was fitting  build on.this memorable triumph.  ingpirational stand-off had scored his last-minute Iry to seal a stunning ??;n i it
that such a fine win was achieved on chris couk League St Helens at the McAlpine Stadium yesterday Piciire
R
7.
- A




te Darren Turner's try during
his side's superb second-half fightback . t: Brandon Costin, Jim
Gannon, Turner, Paul March, Anthony Co M St Hilaire and Eorl Crabtree

orward Stanley Gene escapes the clutches of former Huddgrsﬂe‘c
: t e Heath Cruckshank (left) during last night

ex Gial

B GET IN THERE!: inspirational Giants
hooker Darren Turner celebrates the scoring
of his try which helped bring Huddersfield
back into the contest at 23-10. That signalled
a thrilling final quarter of the match

anley Gene to score more tries for the Giants —

8 MAIN MAN: the pressure wil now be on Stanley Gene to Seaft Tivi g

starting tomorrow with the McAlpine derby ag:

W THAT'S THE WAY TO DO IT!: Mick Slicker
adopts a copybook approach to halt Paul

Davidson, but Halifax coach Tony Anderson has,
criticised the Giants' defensive tec hnique

® HERO OF THE
Giants half-back B

HOUR: inspiration:

rand

i al
on Costin looks to
ack during last night's

Super League clash at The
he Australian's fagt ”‘ The Shay. But it was

Up another att

S linute drop goal
seal a 21 29 goal to
mal ”‘“‘ 20 triumph which proved 10 be his -
g contribution to the contest

(
s a model o
side's attack by example, i
Sostin, who again led his sid
llent Brandon Costin, who again 188 fI% Ll o cellent encounter s

W THE EYES HAVE I




B GOING DOWN: Giants trio (from left): Jamie Bloem, Paul March and Darren Fleary makassure that
Castleford's Huddersfield-born prop Nathan Sykes is going nowhere 1796411003

M OH NO YOU DON'T: London scrum haif Dennis Moran makes sure Giants star Sta

: nley
Gene is unable to make further progress st

n his
airing challenge of Wayne Godwin ©!
| RACING THROUGH: Brandon Costin slices through the despaing chay jornal

way to helping set up Jamie Bloem for his try at the start

W GIMME FIVE!: Marcus St Hilaire and Hefin O'Hare congratulate each other after they had
combined to enable St Hilaire to score the try of the game R




B TAKING NO PRISONERS: Giants forwards Darren Turner (left) and Jim Gannon halt th

progress of Hull prop Gareth Carvell

W BREAKING THRO!
Barnett as he attempts to set

UGH: Giants full-back Marcus St Hilaire escapes the
up a Huddersfield attack

e clutches of Hull centre Richie

By Charlotte Parker

)IVIDED loyalties when it
W ield Trinity Wildcat
Huddersfield Giants derby last J.w'm.
aw one father solve the problem by
aving a special shirt made for him
arch on Sur April 6 at Belle
1 and lmm make rugby

1ormal goings on between sets

» looking alike, sounding alike
ring the same clothes, the March
number nine shirt

of
ct when seeing

ds in opposition, so he opted to
both and cheer them each time
sion and made a great

The shirt, apart from an airing for
League Weekly, is now on a hanger in the
w m-lmlv T for the next time the
nts meet on June 15 and
‘ILA]pm( Stadium.
played rugby hmnp]'
and has always enjoyed watching S
United, had \hv shirt made by a ve
lady b he name of Jean
Hmldv r»h(’ld
and mum Janet, are hoping that he
plenty more opportunities to watch his
head as both clubs aim for
amore s ul Super League season.
_David, married in November 2001 to
ina and has a 6 month old son mllod
George, has just al’m-d anoth
deal with the Wildcats which will 'al\e hi
to his testimonial with the club.
lz‘l;ulh;}; ll’qu\\ number one fans are his
2-month-o r Cl
) ].\\\,S‘ daughter Chloe, and girl-
P.

il has another 18 mmmu left on n his
at the Giants anq i: d
80 !.u \A]“l the progress ll\m

started pretty wel 11
(\lhdppnlnunL, in the opening g;

are improving week in

vid is looking for a bet-
efield and I think that
nn;, to find it tough at Belle

Salmon IS ready

PAUL SALMON,
e England A squad
b 'arnd for mer Barrow full-back Who had his
*d by mutual consent at

xrmmvu\ but we
L

Widnes in November without even playing a

game, has moved in to halls of residence at
e y to begin a three year

Rt and social work.

The 22-year-old however is almost ready to
make his bow back in the game and Barrow
coach Cameron Bell wanted him against
Salford City Reds yesterday in the Arriva
Trains quarter final.

think Cameron was pushing it a bit but
after T have trained with them this coming
Friday night when I return home for the
weekend, then I will probably be one week off
my comeback,” enlightened Salmon

dy ankle is fine now, but while working
on the upper body I still need some more work
in my legs.

s murder watching, I just want to be out
there, but T don’t want to go back in under
cooked

feel T can help Barrow work towards a
promotion spot but in saying that I haven't
put pen to paper with them as yet,” he added.

MX9s to be stage

he London Skolars will host a high-profile.&-
a-side rugby league tournament in early July.

This will be one event in a week long jam-
boree of rugby league. The Haringey Council
MX9: lesex Nines) a sister tournament
of the \urk International 9s, will be played at
the New River Stadium on White Hart Lane,
Wood Green on Sunday July 6, will feature 16
teams from England, Ireland, Scotland and

Wales

Invites to great rugby league sides and
guest invites to high profile rugby union clubs
will make this a unique event.

The tournament will be organised by offi-

cials of the York tournament and the London
Skolars and will be the second 9-a-side tour-
nament to become part of the European 9-a-
side circuit

The 16 team tournament will follow the for-
mat of last year’s tournament in York and will
be used a development initiative for rugby
league teams in the south of England.

The MX9s is supported by Haringey
Council, who have worked closely with the
Skolars since their move to New River
Stadium in 1997.

It is aimed that in future years, the MX9s
will become an annual event to rival the
Middlesex Sevens and attract teams from all
over the world and will become part of the
European 9s circu

Applications are invited from suitable,
established teams to compete.

Hector McNeil, chairman of the London
Skolars Rugby League club, who will be host-
ing the event said: “The staging of this lugh
profile tournament is a major part of the
Skolars’ strategy to bring major rugby league
events to North London.

“We are confident that the MX9's will grow
to be a high-profile as the Yurk 9's in future
years and be an inte e European
Federation strategy to grow and devéop the

ime in Euroj
gﬂ On the everr:elng of Friday July 4 the inau-

ral ‘Capital Challenge’ will be held as a
Thatch up between representative teams from
Dublin and London.
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W DEFENSIVE DUTY: G
Brandon Costin work overtime

Ben Roarty breaks clear

B DREAM START: exciting Australian signing
er League debut

score a try inside six minutes of his Giants’ Sup

[
® LOOKING GOOD: Huddersfield's professional boxers have been
swapping ideas on training with Giants players, and the McAlpine club
have provided claret and gold robes for the fighters. have been
made by Jean Bareham, who is pictured with welterweight James
Hare left, and flyweight Dale Robinson. Hare fights for the World Boxing
Foundation title in Manchester in two week's time @5100309)




M DEFENSIVE DUTY: Giants forw Gannon (left) and Jarrod O'Doherty combine to halt a
n. Pictures by Julian Hughes .

Wakefield raid, with Stanley Gene

Reilly
@106

obi2209)

§1: Giants players (from left) Hefin O'Hare, Paul March, Ben Roarty and Paul
Ve his side the lead against Wakefield

W OH HAPPY DAY
d scored 1o g

celebrate after Roarty ha

W ON THE RU
N: Warrin,

number Jarrod O gton second-rower Darren Burns de:

! Doherty, who anxiously looks nr(‘)m :;‘;uv s :i‘g’f‘e‘y tries to halt opposite

. A 5 uppot 3004):31/03)




atch Brandon Costin leaves Wigan fullback Shaun Briscoe in his
ints to the tryline 1o score one of the Giants' tries of the season

Wigan come to grief
at the McAlpine

M GOLDEN MOMENT: Giants full-back Paul Reilly takes two Wigan players over tl
with him after scoring his second-half try Picture by Andrew Catchpool  (z

rence Batley Stand.

e of the Law! ;
Trust Suite

m via Main Entranc
tors’ Box and Football

Enter the Stadiu
n to Direci

This Ticket admits one perso;

"™
o, >: Giants -
B I the Hghen Mick Sick
: Idersfie|q er takes on o
4 pack, but was more o AU0 Andy Farrell (1ef) and Gareth Hock duri i i Sickeris
atcl r il '
 han 2 matc o e Ieaslots Wrmiors et o oS MEEES Supor Losgue FUITRY ¢ Coanen




JON SHARP

TETLEY'S SUPER LEAGUE M GRAND FINAL

takén to

wearing a
name tag
when he puts
his key in the
front door. And
his kids still
look at him as
though a
stranger has
just walked in.

when he takes over &
Giants chief next season.

s made a little easiel “by the fact
that around 16 players are under
contract next year, SO 1 only had room
to bring in five or ‘six. In that respect
the recruitment job has not been an
enormous one, but a job that needed
doing nonetheless.

“It's led to some long days as well. |
was leaving home for St Helens at
5.30am, getting there a couple of
hours later and then finishing at the
club around 7pm- Then | had to
arrange 10 meet prospecﬁve players
for next year, and interviewing them
in the evenings.

“QOn top of that there were also the
staff issues 10 be discu ed at ints
so it mad: for some. d
very tifing

" have to doat th

e m

cannot see it easing up Now the

season is finishing - but itis very

enjovable as well. 2

#)'d say that the average time a

professional player. will spend

training @ week is around 20 hours- |
n can treble that fi

youidon 101

3 The seeds for Sharp’s move

- vel
ppy at S
‘own aspirations, and thou

: ing i ucial, and ids aren
welcoming when | walk in. I've got Megan,

z:ar—old Cameron and they |60I?at megas ',hs‘;:;':ilg::‘reae-

4 ;;rdlee‘;l :: ktinrr‘nelsl Bu‘: they have always been used to
oF Y :

2?’ sb:fﬂ X p?obleg\ ! ours and not being there at times,

've been married to my wife, Sam, fo
she has always been right behind me arn‘|d4vy:3rs,
supportive as well, and that is a massive help.”

and

e to the McAlpine Stadium
go, when chief executive
n he left for Saints that he

. looke: a

ht he could b
SRl gl uld be there for
jears : s | cof\tent being an assistant for all that

cause | have my
certain lifespan
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::osr::gNrT DE;IGH'I;'. fulkback Paul Reily bangs the bal down in celebration after
is side's vital second-half try which helped level the s
through the second half t i e s

6 |
Wudderstiold 17 7 010371476 14 | |
jaketioia 5 4 047 am |
|

M GREAT STUFF: the Giants
remarkable win against Leeds
Brandon Costin (above)

Tans celebrate (top) as the scoreboard records the
pirational

Rhinos, clinched with a last-minute try by ins|
Pictures by Paul Welch. ~(szr283272n

W MAN OF
by Jullan BH‘T‘?E MOMENT: man-of-the-match Stanley Gene races away, su
Y, to set up another Giants attack against Leeds Rhinos [t

pported

R T Y TS T s
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W NO STOPPING HIM:
IM: Brandon Costin gallops through the cover for his second try of the night and 16th of the season

in the in-form
"t he should

o which resulted
£ e

are higl

| READY FOR PAIN: big Jim Gannon falls to ground in a two-man tackl
Bdaersfield Giants prop having to retire from the fld with an elbow injury. Hopes
fit to resume against Warrington on Friday

I MAIN MAN: Giants man-of-the-match Darren Turner sets off on one of his many Scoots
nany easy metres (258143203

from the acting half-back position which brought his

B JULIAN BAILEY: -
LEY: Tt 7

Hevingestat : The 24-year-old centre =

e centre arrives at the Mo

b Mmoo B puwIa e s L

medalin 2001 Knights n the ast few seasons, earning a i S e

hands and backe reequarter is a Strong-running pla g

hands.and backs up his attacking skills R e

o, g skills with an equally strong defence

i Gine atihe o e S0 ISARESURKI g 8 T e

the Knights g and in the second row during

—i
s S i



with 25 minutes on the clock, full-

inspirational Giants star Steve McNamara outstrips second row Sean Ryan to set up
ing Huddersfield's five touchdowns

another attack against Hull, the club who offered him a job as assistant coach last winter

ITHE RUN: prop-forward Darren Fleary checks on the chasing pack as he charges
hfor his crucial 56th-minute try which helped put the Giants 22 points up (3509420005

of i

P
(35096/303) iflﬂ‘

back Paul Reilly forces his way over for the first
qainst Hull at the McAlpine yesterday.

W JAMIE BLOEM: Unfortunately, the South African international’s start at the
Giants couldn't have been any worse, suffering a broken leg in the pre-season
clash against Leeds Rhinos. The 30-year-old is noted for his aggressive style of
play and has the ability to play in a whole variety of positions, most notably
centre, second row or scrum half. He has gained top-flight experience at Halifax,
Widnes and Doncaster, and has moved to the McAlpine after a highly successful
spell at The Shay.




TOP MAN QUITS

By DOUG THOMSON = y -
News Repoutter | : R

HUDDERSFIELD Giants rugby E S . = ! %
league club were today rocked . o 3 g
by the shock revelation that

their coach is to quit at the end
of the season.

Tony Smith has breathed new life
into the Giants and the decision will
stun supporters.

The ambitious Australian coach says
the decision is down to his budget for
new signings.

The Rugby League’s salary cap rules
limit spending on players’ wages (o ha
a club's relevant income, up o a max-
imum of £1.8m

That means the Giants cannot pr
vide the cash that 36-year-old Sm
believes is needed to continue the
progress made during this season’s
Super League campaig

Even though he has been linked with
Wigan and a number of clubs in his
native_country most prominently
Cronulla Sharks — Smith says he does
not have a new job lined up.

But the fact that he is to leave Hudd-
ersfield will be bad news for the fans,
who have been thrilled by victories over
big clubs St Helens, Wigan and Leeds
this season

And yesterday they watched the
Giants maintain their top six play-off
hopes by taking another notable scalp.
that of Hull, who were beaten 30-14

Smith, appointed in A
said today: “Of course I've g
feelings about moving on, but some-
times you just think the time is right

“I've had good times and some not so
good times here. But I've always had a
great relationship and rapport with all
my players and staff, the directors and
the fans.

“Once I'd made my mind up, I was

I've always

>

been upfront and hos y
dealings, as have Huddersfield Giants
“The club, like others, is under huge
restraints in terms of the salary cap that
they are working under, and I just felt

Turn to Page 15

erday's game, when Hull lost 30-14

- — T R
P

UlANID ONUGK B

dford Bulls' Jamie Langley
W WHITE HOT: young Giants scrum half Paul White eludes the challenge of Bra angey |

during a typical lightning burst on his Super League debut

B NO WAY THROUGH: former Bradford favourite Brandon COstin & held up by y
the Bulls' defence on this occasion. But he did have the consolatiol of scoring @
try which made it a record-equalling ninth Super League scoté the trot. joining

alite band which only includes Paul Newiove, Anthony Sullivan and Paufn i
Ctarding (362001803
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B CHARGING THROUGH: fit-again Giants full-back Paul Reilly squeezes between Widnes defenders Shane
re the break (3750034103

Milard and Dan Potter on his way to a superb solo try just befor

e B A AR 005 -

e o o

on Widnes duo Shane Millward and
e Huddersfield pack leader 7501503

B TOUGH TIMES: rock-solid Giants prop Darren Fleary takes
Julian O'Neill during a typical forward drive by

mH, :
5 : ga'hg:’;;;xi%c(g;:g:;len% g:lorln \aen) Ben Roarty, Paul Reilly and Marcus St Hilaire
e illy's 39th-minute try, with a bloodied Ben Cooper running up
- (a750a111/03)




ch Tony Smith at the end
immer after returning
Peter Cottle (2001103

W JIM GANNON: the Australian-born prop or second-rower makes the short trip
1o the McAlpine Stadium from local rivals Halifax, the club he joined from the
Newcastle area in 1998. The 25-year-old is a strong, hard-tackling forward who

constantly works hard throughout the game. His physical presence — he stands
h the big

6ft 3in tall and weighs 107kg — will prove vital as the Giants look to matc!
boys in Super League. At Halifax, he gained a reputation as a no-nonsense
performer, and that's what he needs to become at Huddersfield
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M DEFENSIVE DUTY: Darren F/
Relll)f combine to halt Waine Pric
night's Castleford clash

=i

A~

‘ﬁ Huddersfield Giants..1<

Dream is over!

GIANTS BID
FOR GLORY

By CHRIS ROBERTS

£l

il ™
g his final game for the Giants at the
| March looking on
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W LEADING THE WAY: Giants prop and captain Darren Fleary looks o get beyond Widnes duo
Shane Millard and Robert Relf and set up an attack during yesterday’s Super League clash which
resulted in Huddersfield's 11th victory of the campaign Picture by Andrew Catchpool

s off a side for the final time in h match before hanging up his boots following a
time in his last mat 'ging il ==



Special moment — proud dad Stanley Gene gives his
‘son Elliott a triumphant Kiss after the Papua New
Guinean had helped the Giants beat Leigh and secure
a place back in Super League

HAPPINESS i
winning a Grand |
with the Giants!

The broadest
smiles are back on the
faces of all those v
have watched the NFP
champions sweep
before them in
unbeaten march ba
into Super League

Huddersfield’s superb
38-16 Grand Final win
over Leigh Centurions

erware.

Besides the
Final trophy, ca
Steve McNamara
the Buddies Cup and the
minor championship
trophy.

LEFT:
proudly holds th
aloft. ABOVE: The

e
them only
in the pr
to comy
campai
matchi
achievement in 1980,
it's no wonder every-
one associated with the
Giants has been in such a e
great mood this week. "
And as these pictures.
following the Gran
Final win show, ¢
feelgood factor is bac

Eol
fter H

We've done it! — big centre
acknowledges the fans afte
glorious Nort!

officials and Mayor of Kin

Bates at the civic
Supporters_ celebrate

¢ reception.

at the Grand Fiv

BELOW: the players celebrate a try
Leigh Pictures by Andrew Car
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